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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

SIR: 

Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please add new claims 12 to 17, and amend claims 1, 2 and 4-11 as follows. A 
marked-up copy of the amended claims is attached. 

1. (amended) A protective material with punched shaped parts, obtainable in a 
converting process for producing single-sidedly or double-sidedly adhesive punched 
shaped parts, wherein a single-sidedly or double-sidedly adhesive tape is placed on 
top of the protective material from which punched shaped parts are punched out by a 
punching tool, wherein 

1 



the protective material comprises a colored polymer backing sheet having a top and a 
bottom face, the coloring being obtained by means of colorants in the interior of the 
backing sheet, so as to avoid abrasion on the punching tool 

2. (amended) A protective material with punched shaped parts, obtainable in a 
converting process for producing single-sidedly or double-sidedly adhesive punched 
shaped parts, wherein a single-sidedly or double-sidedly adhesive tape is placed atop 
the protective material from which punched shaped parts are punched out by a 
punching tool, wherein 

the protective material comprises a backing sheet having a polymer backing including 
a top and a bottom face, and a color layer applied to the top and/or the bottom face of 
the polymer backing. 

3. Not amended 

4. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 1, wherein 

the polymer backing is one of a polyester, polystyrene, polyamide or polyimide. 

5. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 4, wherein 

the polymer backing is polyester having a thickness of from 12 to 150 [im. 

6. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 4, wherein the polymer 
backing includes 

an anti-adhesive coating on the top and/or the bottom face. 

7. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 6, wherein 

the anti-adhesive coating is one of a silicone-free layer, a low-silicone layer, silicone 
layer, paraffin layer, Teflon layer or a wax layer. 



8. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 2, further comprising an anti- 
adhesive layer applied to the polymer backing and wherein 



the color layer is applied on the same side of the protective material facing the 
adhesive tape. 

9. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 2, wherein 

the color layer is applied to the polymer backing at from 0.5 to 20 g/m . 

1 0. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 2, wherein 
the color layer is dyed silicone. 

1 1 . (amended) A method for using a polymer backing as a backing sheet in a protective 
material for a single-sidedly or double-sidedly adhesive tape, wherein 

the polymer backing has a top and a bottom face and is provided with a fall-area color 
layer on the top or on the bottom face. 

1 2. (new) The method for using the polymer backing of claim 1 1 , wherein 
the polymer backing is polyester backing. 

13. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the punching tool is a kiss-cut punching tool. 

14. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 5, wherein 
the polyester backing has a thickness of from about 25 to 75 jam. 

1 5. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 14, wherein 
the polyester backing has a thickness of from about 36 to 50jum. 

1 6. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 9, wherein 

the color layer is applied to the polymer backing at from about 4 to 8 g/m 2 . 

1 7. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 16, wherein 

the color layer is applied to the polymer backing at from about 5 to 7 g./m . 



REMARKS 

The amendments above eliminate multiple dependencies, and further place the claims in 
better form for U.S. examination. 

Early and favorable action is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

NORRIS MCLAUGHLIN & MARCUS, P.A. 
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Marked-up Copy - Amended Claims 
Preliminary Amendment 

1. (amended) A protective material with punched shaped parts, obtainable in a 
converting process for producing single-sidedly or double-sidedly adhesive punched 
shaped parts, ther e b eing pfe eed-^tep~4he protecti v e mat erial ■ wherein a single-sidedly 
or double-sidedly adhesive tape is placed on top of the protective material from which 
punched shaped parts are punched out by means o f a punching tools tool in-particular 
by4h€' kiss-cut process, wherein 

the protective material comprises a colored polymer backing sheet in the form o f a 
eetered polymer backin g possessing essentially having a top and a bottom face, the 
coloring being obtained by means of colorants in the interior of the backing sheet, so 

as to avoid abrasion whiet^de^et-g k r e rise to any a brasi ve - ac tion on the punching 
teefe tool. 

2. (amended) A protective material with punched shaped parts, obtainable in a 
converting process for producing single-sidedly or double-sidedly adhesive punched 
shaped parts, there being placed atop the protective mat eria l wherein a single-sidedly 
or double-sidedly adhesive tape is placed atop the protective material from which 
punched shaped parts are punched out by mea n s o f a punching tools tool , in particular 
by the kiss-cut process, wherein 

the protective material comprises a backing sheet in the protective material in this case 
Is - having a polymer backing which has es sentially including a top and a bottom face, 
with- and a color layer applied to the top and/or the bottom face of the polymer 
backing. 

3. The protective material as claimed in claim 2, wherein 

the color layer is applied over the full area of the backing sheet. 

4. (amended) The protective material as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims 
claim L wherein 

the polymer backing is one of a backing of polyester, polystyrene, polyamide or 
polyimide. 



Marked-up Copy - Amended Claims 
Preliminary Amendment 

5. (amended) The protective material as claimed in claim 4, wherein 

the polyester polymer backing has- is polyester haying a thickness of from 12 to 150 
ixmym^^mlar from 2§ ~fo 75 pm -ve pf part icu l a rly from 3 6 to 50 u rn. 

6. (amended) The protective material as claimed in at least on e of th e pre cedin g clai ms , 
comprising claim 4, wherein the polymer backing includes 

an antedhesive anti-adhesive coating on the top and/or the bottom face o f th e polym e r 
b a cking, wher e appropriate on t he cote r l ayer applie d - t o the pol y mer backin g . 

7. (amended) The protective material as claimed in- - at least on e of th e - prec edin g claim s 
claim 6, wherein 

the anti-adhesive coating is one of a silicone-free layer, a e^low-silicone layer s or 
layer, silicone layer , paraffin layer , Teflon and/&r- layer or a waxes wax laycr are used 
a s anti adhesive e eatmg. 

8. (amended) The protective material as claimed in at l e ast em of clams 2 to 7, 

comprising claim 2, further comprising an anti-adhesive layer applied to the polymer 
backing and wherein 

a - the color layer on one side a n d an a ntiadhesive layer is applied on the same side^-fee 
c o lor layer being-present in particular on the sMe of the protective material facing the 
adhesive tape. 

9. (amended) The protective material as claimed in at l east one of claims 2 to 8 claim 2, 
wherein 

the color layer is applied to the polymer backing at from 0.5 to 20 g/m 2 , pr e ferably 
# 6 m- 4 to 8 g/m Vvery preferably- from 5 to 7 g/ m 2 . 

1 0. (amended) The protective material as claimed in at least one of clai ms 2 to 9 claim 2 , 
wherein 

the color layer is dyed-siti^enes^are u s e d a s colo r la yer silicone . 



Marked-up Copy - Amended Claims 
Preliminary Amendment 

1 1 . (amended) T h e u s e -ef A method for using a polymer backingr-partic ula rl y a p o l yester 
back ing, as ^backing sheet in a protective material for a single- sidedly or double- 
sidedly adhesive tape, wherein 

the polymer backing ess e ntially-has a top and a bottom face and is provided with a 
full-area color layer on the top bb4%f or on the bottom face. 

12. (new) The method for using the polymer backing of claim 1 1 a wherein 
the polymer backing is polyester backing. 

13. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the punching tool is a kiss-cut punching tool 

14. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 5, wherein 
the polyester backing has a thickness of from about 25 to 75 um. 

15. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 14, wherein 
the polyester backing has a thickness of from about 36 to 50 um. 

16. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 9, wherein 

-) 

the color layer is applied to the polymer backing at from about 4 to 8 g/mr. 

1 7. (new) The protective material as claimed in claim 16, wherein 

the color laver is applied to the polymer backing at from about 5 to 7 g./m 2 . 



